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: LETTER TO THE EDITOR
= Lucy Forrest's account (in the last Camino Chrogjadf having to "fight for our certifi-=

: cates” brought back one of the - thankfully fewplaasant experiences | had during m
: peregrinaje and, like hers, it came at the end ianithe same place...

| strode into the Camino office after 84 demandiags on The Way to claim my Com:
postelum, went through the standard ‘passport’ imeytfilled out the form, collected the
prized document and was halfway out the door wherstipervisor or someone shoutéd
"Hold the fort!" in Spanish.

= My sin, it seemed, was not conforming. I'd notitted everyone else had written unde:r
= ‘Purpose of Pilgrimage’ either ‘Religious’ or ‘Sjiiual’. To me, it was way more than :
E these narrowish categories, so | wrote ‘Persondlhich it was. Very personal. So thé
= guy wanted to give me a, rather garish, lesseiifieate instead. But | already had the:
: real McCoy in my hot little hand, and much argy4paensued. Even my comments like
: "Es entre yo y Dios!" didn't cut much ice. Kafkd'ke Trial’ came to mind as well as the
: realisation that maybe the Inquisition wasn't dedier all. | finally said as a statement:

: not a question, "Me permite pasar?!," turned taideescaped into the street.

The real certificate is now nicely framed and onlivipng room wall, and | offer this
advice to those following in my footsteps: if yemginely feel you've completed the
: Camino in good faith, grit your teeth and write IR@us’ or ‘Spiritual’ even if you
= think they're overly simplistic responses. The r@jgf sparring simply isn't worth it.

= Animo!
= Howard Houck (SA)

%& ' (&)%




2% 3456
!

3516




I"#$ 1%&




